KEY SCHOOL EQUESTRIAN TEAM 2011-2012

During the 2012-2013 school year, we are pleased to welcome back the Key School Equestrian Team, offering grades 6-12 an opportunity to represent the Key School within the Inter-School Horse Show (ISHS) series. The ISHS strives to “offer a unique opportunity for riders in 6th-12th grade to gain experience in the horse show ring and be cognized by their school for it.” To learn more about the specifics of the ISHS, please visit their website: http://www.interschoolhorseshow.org

Valerie Vizcarrondo is very excited to be working with the Key students and their equine partners again this year, and hopes to win Varsity and Junion Varsity Championships! Valerie wants to create a positive and competitively successful team experience for our riders, with a focus on horsemanship and sportsmanship. We all want to do our best, and be the best! When we all work together, with our horses, our teammates, our coach and fellow competitors, success finds us. We want to build camaraderie among one another, and at the same time proudly earn recognition for Key School. Keeping these two important ideas of horsemanship and sportsmanship as the center of our riding program, please find below the goals and protocol for the Key School Equestrian Team.

IMPORTANT ISHS INFORMATION

Firstly, the ISHS requires that all participants are active in a once per week lesson program. This must precede a student’s application to ride for either the JV or Varsity Key team. Lesson verification forms are required to be filled out and submitted throughout the ISHS season. For the sake of safety, this rule is strictly adhered to.

You do not have to own your own horse to participate at ISHS competitions, horses and equipment can be provided. However, riders are responsible for their own proper show attire. Riders show as individuals, in their respective divisions, and these individuals earn points if they are in the Top Three for their division. These points are then combined to produce a team score. Eight riders may compete per competition per school.

The competition calendar for 2011-2012 is attached. There is a JV and a V competition once per month September thru April. All competitions take place in MD, and for the most part there are 2 host farms for these competitions. The ISHS has a fairly standard class list, with classes for everyone and clearly defined move-up procedures. Entry fees paid per show to ISHS are $77 if you ride a provided horse, or $45 if you bring your own horse. All shows start at 9AM. The calendar is posted on the ISHS website. 

EXPECTATIONS

Valerie is an extremely accomplished rider, trainer, and instructor who would never ask anybody to do something she herself would not do. That said, she holds herself, her horses, her students and her riding to the highest of standards! There is no excuse for not giving 100% when it comes to attention, effort, respect or enthusiasm. Valerie will be very giving of her knowledge and time, and asks that students and parents do the same. 

THE FACILITY: First and foremost, Valerie is extremely lucky to work out of Kaleidescape Farm and wants to make sure that the team recognizes their ability to ride at Kaleidescape is a privilege and not a right! This is a world class, private facility and a truly amazing opportunity for the Key riders. We will be organized and punctual for our group lessons and respectful of the facility, the horses and the owners who are there. Valerie has the absolute right to excuse any team member from practice, and subsequently the team, for not having appropriate behavior at the barn or in the ring. There will be zero tolerance for any violation of barn/lesson etiquette. 

THE SCHEDULE: There are 6 Junior Varsity and 6 Varsity shows planned for this season. Because we are a TEAM, members will be required to attend the entire competition to cheer on and assist our fellow Key riders before or after their own competition time. Commitment is discussed in a moment. As mentioned previously, team members are required to be in weekly lessons outside of the Key experience. There will be 1 Team Lesson each month. The Team lesson will take place in groups, and last 2-3 hours total. You are required to attend the ENTIRE team lesson; and in a session when not riding you are there to listen, learn, assist Valerie and your fellow teammates. Our first team lesson is scheduled September 15 from 1-4. Prior to the first Team Lesson, each student will be required to have a 30 minute evaluation lesson to determine horse and class suitability. The Evaluation lesson will be taught individually. Evaluations are taking place on August 11; contact Valerie directly to schedule your evaluation. Valerie will be able to provide horses for the Team Lesson as well as the Evaluation. However, bringing your own horse is encouraged as Valerie does not run a “lesson program.” Horses provided will be those of friends and clients of Valerie, and mainly fellow Key teammates. We love our horses and it needs to be made very clear that decisions and actions will always be made in the best interest of our horses. 

TEAM COMMITMENT: Being a member of the Key School Equestrian Team means we are representing a lot more than ourselves every time we step into the stirrups, no matter if we are at our home barn, with Valerie, or at an ISHS competition. A ton of time, money and effort go into being a successful team and we want to act and ride in a way that reflects this. The ISHS gives us a chance to earn recognition for a school that we care about while participating in a sport that we care about….we are so lucky to have this team at Key and we want everybody to know it! 

We all want to be a part of a winning team, and have fun while we are doing it! Team dinners and socials after Team Lessons will be scheduled. Carpooling to the competitions and a Key tailgate while there will be recommended. Let’s hope we have a parent or two with photography skills on the team! However, we can’t be all work and no play. It is very important to attend every competition and practice as scheduled. There will be no make-up lessons for students unable to attend the Team Lesson, and it may jeopardize that member’s ability to compete at the ISHS competitions. There is an 8 member per school limit at the competitions. If oversubscribed, we will have a pre-assigned “sit out” schedule. However, preparation, attendance, and commitment to the team will be taken into account when determining the “sit out” schedule. If you are unable to attend a show in advance, the team needs to know about this – scratching from a competition is disruptive to our preparation as well as our performance. Once an entry has been made, we cannot replace riders, nor will the ISHS refund any entry fees. Please realize that if a student cannot attend a competition after being named to a roster, he or she will not get her competition fees refunded and he or she owes the standard coaching fee. Extenuating circumstances and weather will be taken on a case by case basis. Valerie has planned the schedule around her own competition calendar, and has made sacrifices with her own show schedule to provide a lesson and show schedule that should set our team up for success. That said, there were a few conflicts; on the calendar it is noted the competitions that Valerie will be unable to attend. In her absence, she will provide a qualified assistant coach to travel to those competitions with the Key team. 

GOALS: Valerie and the riders are going to have announced goals for every practice and every competition. Riders will bring their monthly self evaluation forms to discuss at each practice. A bad ride is nothing more than a learning experience; we will be problem solvers and thinking riders, not poor sports! Everyone is encouraged to strive for their personal best, and celebrate when it is achieved! Every accomplishment deserves recognition, and this applies to our fellow competitors as well. Throughout the year Key riders will nominate riders from other schools for the ISHS year-end Sportsmanship Award. Parents are encouraged to observe and nominate as well. We will always be the bigger person, do what is right for our horses and our fellow teammates, and at that end of the day, THAT is what will make us all champions.

TEAM MEETINGS: Throughout the year Valerie would like to schedule some team meetings to make sure we are on track with our lessons, competitions, and intentions. Important announcements are made at the beginning of every practice so it is important that parents and riders are timely. Both JV and Varsity teams will have co-captains to ensure communication about questions, and concerns, as well as to be liaisons between Coach Valerie and the Team. Since we only meet once a month for practice and compete once per month as well, we encourage communication via cell phone or email about any issues or excitement that arises! Also please check the Key page on Valerie's website for updated information as well as documents required for competitions and practice: http://blueclovereventing.com

BREAKDOWN OF COSTS PAYABLE TO COACH (Please make all checks payable to Blue Clover Eventing) and due at the beginning of each session:

· $60 per show Coaching Fee (approximately $420 for the year)

· $50 for Evaluation Lesson, required before 1st Team Lesson

· $55 per rider per Team Lesson (approximately $385 for the year) 

CONTACT INFORMATION:

· Key Athletic Director - Brian Boyd BBoyd@keyschool.org
· Coach – Valerie Vizcarrondo val@blueclovereventing.com
· Paperwork Coordinator – Chris Peterson cpmiata@aol.com
