EVENTING

Vizcarrondo Jumps To The Win In Virginia CCI*

She and Trick take over the lead with a clear show jumping round.

Roberta Anderson

WITH A WIN in the Virginia International
CCI* under their belts, it's hard to believe
that Valerie Vizearrondo and Trick have
only been working together for six months.

Last December, Vizcarrondo saw a
video of the 15.3-hand, off-the-track,
Thoroughbred gelding and bought him
sight unseen from an Oklahoma jumper
sales barn.

“His name is Trick, and he has a couple
of them,” joked Vizcarrondo, of Harwood,
Md., after finishing on her dressage score
of 52.4 points, May 22-25 at the Virdinia
Horse Center in Lexington.

The 9-year-old gelding stood in second
place after the dressage and endurance
phases. Only 1.5 penalty points separated
the top five horses going into the show
jumping in the Anderson Coliseum,

Jumping indoors always adds an extra
challenge, and Trick had a hairy moment
at a vertical set at a right angle to the
entry gate. He jumped the vertical from
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nearly a standstill and then hung in the air
over the next fence, the first element of a
combination. But the pair quickly got back
in sync and finished the course flawlessly,
4 seconds under the time.

That left the pressure on leaders Tracy
McRae and Merrimac, who had held first
place throughout the event, McRae and
Merrimac jumped a flowing, flawless
round, until the rail on the final jump
came down,

Ovrganizers Brian and Penny Ross run
one of only a handful of three-days that
still offer the long format, and the opper-
tunity to compete at a traditional event
seemed to be unanimously appreciated by
the riders.

“I like the long format especially for
where he [Trick] is," Vizcarrondo said. “It
gave me the time to get him out in front of
miy leg on the roads and tracks and to
figure out his balance. And the steeple-
chase gave me the opportunity to kick him

Valerie Vizcarrondo and Trick won the Virginia CCI*,

into gear. For green horses and riders
especially, the long format is excellent.”

Vizcarrondo said the questions on
David O'Connar’s cross-country course
were fair and appropriate for a cham-
pionship event. The rolling Virginia terrain
makes riders utilize “all those skill factors
you are supposed to have learned in vour
dressage,.” Vizcarrondo commented. “You
have to be balanced and stay off vour horse's
back, but it's still a galloping course.”

The 27-year old, graduate A Pony
Clubber from the Annapolis Pony Club
now operates Blue Clover Eventing, and
she was exuberant after her double-clear
cross-country.

“It was a good, long gallop up to the
first water on the cross-country, and 1 had
a complete loss of my right-handed
steering,” she recalled. “But he was on it,
and [ figured, "'Well we're going.’ So |
angled the first one and then angled the
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second. We finally got back on track for the
third element. He just thought the direct
way was too easy, 50 he was going to add
his own little flair. He's so good on his feet,
and he's always thinking.”

This was Trick’s fifth start at prelim-
inary, including a win two weeks earlier at
MCTA (Md.). The horse came to
Vizcarrondo with a record that his owner
laughingly refers to as “spotty"—some
hunter/jumper, some eventing, more than
a few eliminations.

“He had some bad jumper habits; he
rushed at things, jumped really flat,"
Vizcarrondo said. “We did a lot of gridwork
to get him using himself and gain con-
fidence. He needed to learn not to fly
around like evervthing was a jurnp-off.”

Their dressage was a personal best for
the pair. “We're working on building
strength, because he was so upside down
when 1 got him,” she said. “] am surprised
he has come along so fast, because he
really had some serious issues. It took me a
week to put his bridle on the first time
because no one could touch his right ear.

“I've got big hopes for this one, he's
going to be a superstar,” she added.
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the CCIYH* at the Virginia CCI.

VIRGINIA THREE-DAY EVENT AND HORSE TRIALS
Lexington, Va.—May 22-25

cCl*
HORSERIDER DRESSAGE SPEED & ENDURANCE SHOW IMFING TOTAL
AaC B 0 RorsigyTiore:
JumpyTome  JumpTime
1. Trick/Vaberie Vercamonda 514 om0 o ] A
2. Merimac/Tracy McRas 521 oo oo oo i 561
3. Hoowtr/\Wendy Bebe 4.5 o0 oo oo 42 505
4, Top Deawer/Catana Desking 516 v e o1 o B60
5. Rochel Dougls Payne (2% oo oo oo ' 667
6. Taka/thelen Murray 557 oo 00 0ios i el
7 Henery VIlSiephen Stenball 593 oo o LT i tr k)
8. It Hilca/Flizabeth Stewart 545 e o 0156 (1] 65
9. Leap OF Faith/Amanda Schoemer T3 on oM 060 afo BES
10, Flash Poing/Tuncan Mackss 655 oo o0 oo LIl 905

Also competed: 11, Root Twenty Sy, Marris, 106.0; 12 SuzieQ/N. Smith, 168.5; 13. Rue/C. Gallaghey, 121.5.

Eliminasd in show jurmnping: Fruition's First/H. Payne. Retited in show jurmping: Sassy JR/L. Borger. Eliminated on cross-
country: Aurora/M, Hansen, Retired on cross-country: Mandala/C. Rutiedge.

CCuY™
HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE SPEED & ENDURANCE SHOW JUMPING TOTAL
AC B 0 Jump/Time
JumpTime  JompyTame
1, Gahway Blazes/Laura Roberts 534 ofa o o o/ 2.0
2 Bapeline/¥athn Spurlock B35 0 o0 ' L) H._ﬁ
5. Cold Harbor Amdrew Deemer 583 UL o64 oo €57
4. Copperfiehd/Alex Marione B3R 0o B o0 41 (L]
& JurspadnesiHeather lobenion (1%:] o am o & M
& Seathemn TengoyKatherse Sunderland ME 00 oo o 4o TR
T B Guapo/Meredith Bames B4 B an oz 165 |- 4]
& Caringloed Sky'Tizabeth McKinnon T80 oo Gne (RS 41 102
3. The HoodlemVance Frey 66,7 0o o o280 &% 1157
W, Karog/Caroll Courfenay 545 (LI mho a7 1765

Eliminated on crass-country for dangeraus siding: Savannah BY/M, Curtiss. Elimenated on cross-country. Brandenburgs
Lucky Charm/K, Berta; bn The Nick Of Time/A Bossong: Decorsed/C. Neubesser, Retired on cross-country: Brisco Bay/1.
delavis; Doctor Praspen/M, Civanaugh

CCIYH®

HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE SPEED & ENDURANCE SHOW FWPING TOTAL
ML B b Jumpy Time
JumpiTime  JumpTime
1. Maval Parade/Halle Ddion €52 a0 o O I,u:ﬂ 13
2, Rosetta SioneKatie Ruppel GL4 0 oo 20/0.8 o BE2
5 BFF In Disgutie/Collesa Rutledge 60 oo om e 12 L1}

Withdrawen before show jumping: Hondo,/D. Crowell.

—
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» Exceeding Expectations

McRae's “Mac,” an 8-vear-old, Thorough-
bred gelding, wasn't even broke when the
amateur rider from Bedford, Va., bought
him three years ago.

“I've taught him pretty much all
that he knows, and he's taught me,” she
reflected.

McRae watched the horse hanging out
in a neighbor's field for about four years
before buying him. She longed him over
some cavalelti and liked what she saw. The
duo went preliminary for the first time last
yvear and completed their first intermediate
earlier this year at Plantation (Pa.).

“He's been exceeding my expectations
all along,” she said. “He is supposed to be
for sale, but now I don’t know.”

Wendy Bebie held on to third place
with Hoover, a 12-year-old, 15.2-hand,
Connemara-Selle Francais cross that she
bought two vears ago as a foxhunter.

“I've always thought foxhunters ought
to be well-trained enough to go to a novice
horse trials,” Bebie explained. “So | took
him to one and then to a couple more, It
wasn'l always smooth, but it was quite
clear he was good at it. And now he's going
prelim, and we're having a great time. He
loaks like a tough, bullheaded, clumpy
little pony which is exactly what he is."

Bebie, of Round Hill, Va., hunted
Hoover last winter but now thinks he may
be too hard to hold after experiencing
steeplechase. “He thought the steeplechase
was just a hoot,” she said. “For once [ was
telling him to go faster. He's a much
smarter, scopier, more athletic horse than |
thought I had bought. 1 thought | had one
event horse and one foxhunter, but it looks
like now 1 have two event horses.”

Bebie competes her other event horse,
Phoenix, at the advanced level.

» Galway Blazer Shows The Way

Laura Roberts won the young rider CCI* in
her first three-day start. The 16-year-old
high school sophomore said her trainer
Jennifer Simmons made it possible.

“It was fun and definitely different,”
said Roberts, of Herndon, Va. “Jen walked
me through it, explaining it all to me.”

Roberts said her partner’s experience
also helped. Galway Blazer, a 12-year-old
Connemara-Thoroughbred, formerly com-
peted at the advanced level with Wendy
Lewis.

“It's nice to know that he knows what
he's doing,” she said. “If I make a little
mistake, he has my back. I'm still learning,
and he's teaching me a lob.”

The pair won at the Fair Hill Horse
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